Cannabis prohibition is a costly, failed policy that is just as ineffective and as problematic as alcohol
prohibition, and the negative consequences are creating conflict within our communities in Delaware.
Harmful and Collateral Consequences of Cannabis Prohibition Include:

Infringes Upon Individual/Constitutional Rights and Freedoms

Subjects over 100,000 Delaware consumers (13.87% of adults) to the criminal justice system and the
dangers of the criminal market.1 (Appx.101,811 people, with an estimated adult population of 734,0422.)

Exacerbates Social Injustices and Perpetuates Delaware’s Current Societal Problems — A criminal record
handicaps employment, education, housing and other opportunities.

Contributes to Racial Disparities — In Delaware, African Americans are three times (3x) more likely to be
arrested for cannabis despite similar usage rates 3, as well as more likely to be charged with a higher
degree of severity for similar possession quantities. Other Delaware reports like Race and Incarceration
in Delaware show further disparities in sentencing and treatment options, as well.

Greatly Contributes to the Mass Incarceration Epidemic and Prison Overcrowding s
Overburdens Criminal Justice System with a Victimless Issue

Costly Enforcement Efforts and Taxpayers’ Burden Contributes to Budget Deficit— Delaware wastes
millions annually in enforcement expenditures, not including indigent defense, treatment, etc.

Dangerous lllicit Market Creates Crime and Violence 6
Lucrative Cash Crop w/lllicit Market Control Funds Firearms and Other lllegal Activity

Diverts Police Focus and Resources Away From Public Safety to Enforce a Victimless Issue - In 2013,
there were over 2,600 non-violent/victimless arrests for cannabis, (avg. 7 arrests per day), while 46 % of
all serious crime with actual victims went unsolved, including: 56% Homicides, 70% Serious Property

Crime, 68% Robberies, 76% Burglaries, 84% Motor Vehicle Thefts, 70% Arsons, 28% Sexual Offenses. 7
Impedes Police/Community Relations and Efforts Aimed at Solving Serious Crime

Illicit Market Enables Underage Cannabis Purchases/Use
Illicit Market Creates the "Gateway" Effect by Exposing Consumers To Hard Drugs

This failed, costly policy has had no effect on reducing the supply, demand, or use of cannabis, and is
seemingly devoid of plausible goals and measurable objectives. In Washington D.C., our nation’s capital,
residents can legally cultivate six cannabis plants, possess two ounces, and gift up to one ounce to other adults,
regardless of residency. Does it make sense to continue to enforce this antiquated policy in our State?

Research shows cannabis is considerably safer than
alcohol, suggesting the law is based on mere conjecture.
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Four states have now taxed and regulated cannabis in a manner similar to
alcohol for adults 21 or older, and several other states are slated to follow suit this year.
61 % of Delaware Voters Agree with this sensible, science-based approach. s

Benefits of Taxation & Requlation Include:
Decreases Cannabis Offense Arrests
Immediate Savings on Law Enforcement and Criminal Justice Expenditures

Reduces Strain on Criminal Justice System and Prison System
Helps Focus Police Manpower and Resources on Serious Crimes with Actual Victims
Generates Economic Development for the State

Creates a Continual Revenue Stream/Substantial Increase in State Revenue — CO taxes: 2014: $40.9M
2015: $72.4M 9. A portion was earmarked for education, youth programs, law enforcement and other state needs.

Creates Many Jobs in Diverse Fields — This existing industry created over 10,000 jobs in CO, dropping their
unemployment rate to 3.5%. 10 Once regulated, this already existing employment also generates income taxes.

Stimulates the Local/State Economy

Increases Property Value and Demand 11

Significantly Reduces lllicit Market and Illegal Funds Associated With Drug Sales 12

Decreases Crime and Violence Associated with Illicit Market and “Turf Control” 13

Reduces Teen Use by Setting the Legal Age of Introduction at 21 & Implementing “We Card” Programsi4
Eliminates the Gateway Effect by Not Exposing Consumers to Hard Drugs

Allows Adults to Make an Informed Decision To Choose a Safer Alternative to Alcohol

Decreases Opiate Overdose Fatalities 15

Without voter initiative in Delaware, the only way to change the law, is to actively engage
those that make the law. Delaware can’t afford not to tax and regulate cannabis like alcohol.
Don’t Let the 1st State be the Last to Make this Much Needed Change!
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